Visual and perceptual consequences of congenital nystagmus.
One way to assess the influence of retinal image motion on visual functioning in congenital nystagmus (CN) is to examine the effects of comparable image motion in observers with normal vision. A second approach is to evaluate visual functioning in subjects with CN when the retinal image motion is reduced. Using these approaches, we determined that spatial contrast sensitivity and visual acuity are not limited by the parameters of retinal image motion in some subjects with CN, but rather by a form of amblyopia. Clinical evidence from patients with bilateral refractive amblyopia suggests that a gradual improvement of visual acuity may be possible in persons with CN, if the optimal refractive correction is worn and parameters of the retinal image motion undergo long-term amelioration.